
MARCH 31, 2026 | CONFERENCE AGENDA 

7-8:30 a.m. 	 KU Conference	 Check-in and Breakfast  sponsored by Truity and Enterprise KC 
	 Center	 Check-in location: KU Conference Center lobby, inside Gate 5 
		  Breakfast location: Main Hall ABCD

8:30-8:35 a.m.	 Main Hall ABCD	 Conference Opening

8:35-8:45 a.m.	 Main Hall ABCD	 Welcome 

		  Douglas A. Girod, Chancellor, the University of Kansas

8:45-9:10 a.m.	 Main Hall ABCD	 Keynote: The Evolving Cyber Threat Landscape: A National Security Perspective 
		  Brett Leatherman, Assistant Director of Cyber Division, FBI

9:10-9:40 a.m.	 Main Hall ABCD	 Fireside Chat: Cybersecurity, National Security, and the Future of Defense 

		  Brett Leatherman, Assistant Director of Cyber Division, FBI 
		  George Schultzel, Legal Attaché Bucharest, FBI (Moderator) 
 

9:40-10 a.m.	 1921 Field Club	 Coffee Break  sponsored by Accenture

10-10:50 a.m.	 Main Hall ABCD	 Keynote: Trends and Threat Landscape 

		  Andy Piazza, Senior Director of Threat Intelligence, Palo Alto Networks

10:50-11 a.m.	 1921 Field Club	 Coffee Break  sponsored by Accenture

11-11:50 a.m.		  Cybersecurity, Ransomware, and Externality  
		  Debabrata Dey, Ronald G. Harper Professor of AI and IS and Davis  
		  Professor and Area Director of Analytics, Information, and Operations,  
		  KU School of Business 
		  Main Hall ABCD

Noon-1:30 p.m.	 Main Hall ABCD	 Lunch

1:30-1:40 p.m.	 1921 Field Club	 Break  sponsored by Accenture 
 

1:40-2:30 p.m. 	 Main Hall ABCD	 Panel Discussion: Navigating Cyber Events and Legal Boundaries 

		  Christina Arnone, Partner, Stinson LLP 
		  Dylan Meadows, Supervisory Special Agent, FBI 
		  John Bryant, Acting Chief of Cybersecurity for Region 7, CISA 
		  Thomas Bunton, Associate Vice President and CIO, Kansas State University 
		  John Curran, University Risk Officer, the University of Kansas (Moderator)

2:30-2:40 p.m.	 1921 Field Club	 Break  sponsored by Accenture

2:40-3:30 p.m.		  The Imperative for Partnerships and Higher  
		  Education’s Role as a Critical Cybersecurity Enabler 

		  Colonel T. Eric Toler, Executive Director, Georgia Cyber Innovation  
		  and Training Center 
		  Main Hall ABCD

3:30-3:40 p.m. 	 1921 Field Club	 Break  sponsored by Accenture

3:40-4:30 p.m.	 Main Hall ABCD	 Keynote: Enterprise Cybersecurity in National Security Operations 
		  Shawn Geib, CISO, Honeywell/NSC 
 

4:30-6:30 p.m.	 1921 Field Club	 Networking Reception  sponsored by KC Tech Council
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7-8:15 a.m. 	 Main Hall ABCD	 Breakfast with FBI Agents and KU Researchers

8:15-8:30 a.m.	 Main Hall ABCD	 Opening Remarks: KU Academic Strengths in Cybersecurity  
		  Perry Alexander, AT&T Foundation Distinguished Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science  
		  and Director of the Institute for Information Sciences, the University of Kansas

8:30-9:15 a.m.	 Main Hall ABCD	 Keynote: Cybersecurity, Crisis Response, and Intelligence-led Cyber Operations 
		  Jon Ford, Global Government Senior Executive for Mandiant and Director of Google Public Sector, Google Inc.

9:15-9:30 a.m.	 1921 Field Club	 Coffee Break  sponsored by Invary

9:30-10:20 a.m.		  Achieving Information Advantage in Modern Warfare:  
		  Military Perspectives on Data, Decision-making, and 
		  Information Competition 
		  Peter Im, Leavenworth CSGC 
		  Student panelists from the Information Advantage Scholars Program  
		  at the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College 
		  Main Hall ABCD	

10:20-10:35 a.m. 	 1921 Field Club	 Break  sponsored by Invary

10:35-11:25 a.m.	 Main Hall ABCD	 Beyond the Field: The Cyber and Physical Security Playbook  
		  for the World Cup and Major Events 
		  Kyle Postell, Director of Safety and Security, KC 2026 World Cup 
		  Kevin Higgins, Vice President of Information Technology, CISO, Kansas City Chiefs 
		  Brian Gregory, Director of Information Technology, Sporting KC 
		  Jon Kramer, Chief Technology Officer, Torch.AI (Moderator) 
 
11:25-11:30 a.m. 	 Main Hall ABCD	 Closing Remarks 

State Government Cybersecurity:  
Strategy, Innovation, and Leadership 
John Godfrey, Chief Information Technology Officer,  
State of Kansas 
Main Hall G

Behind the Screens:  
A Real-world  
Cybersecurity Investigation  
Alex Vance, Special Agent, FBI  
Leland Blank, Task Force Officer, FBI 
Main Hall H

Poster Session   
Sponsored by KU Innovation Park  
and Invary 
11 a.m.-1 p.m.  
1921 Field Club

Enhancing Security Readiness Across  
Operational Technology Systems 
Steven Graves, President, Cornerstone Integration 
RJ Pericola, Senior Director, EnterpriseKC 
Main Hall H

Small Businesses, Cybersecurity,  
and the World Cup  
Alex Bardas, Associate Professor and Gary Minden Scholar,  
KU School of Engineering 
Enoch Laudie, Special Agent, FBI 
Main Hall G

AI Intelligence and Cybersecurity: VHA and AI  
Sushant Govindan, M.D., MSc, Associate Professor,  
Pulmonary, Critical Care, and Sleep Medicine,  
KU School of Medicine 
Main Hall G




